CASQA
Strategic
Vision
Let’s work together to protect California’s stormwater resources

Vision & Strategic Actions
Our Vision.
CASQA envisions stormwater managed as a vital component of California’s water resources, to
support human and ecological needs, to protect water quality, and to restore our waterways.

Clean Water is vital to a healthy environment.
Water sustains human life and supports habitat
for plants and wildlife. Water promotes
recreation, the local economy and tourism.

Purpose.
We aim to achieve the goals of the Clean
Water Act while improving the efficiency and
effectiveness of stormwater management.

Rethinking Runoff
Guiding Principle.
Sustainable stormwater management uses runoff as a resource, protects water quality, and efficiently minimizes pollution.
Goals:
Water is a scarce and finite resource.
Urban runoff is a resource, with social, economic and ecological value. Domestic water
supply sources in California are limited. Urban
runoff plays an important role in maintaining a
consistent and resilient domestic supply.

Conduct planning for use and reuse of stormwater. Provide guidance for Integrated Regional Water Management Programs.


Promote recycled & grey water use.



Provide incentives for capture and use.

Eliminate constraints to stormwater use. Work to eliminate barriers
and provide incentives to use and reuse stormwater.


Collect information from regulated Agencies.



Develop regulations and guidance to support use and reuse.

Use true source control. Determine pollutants in stormwater that
should most appropriately be controlled at the source.

Water reuse maintains balance.
Using, and reusing water within local watersheds will maintain local water balance, reduce energy use and avoids environmental
impact to traditional sources of water.



Compile an urban runoff pollutant list.



Assess the degree pollutant control is available.



Provide recommended actions to SWRCB.

Reduce pesticide use. Control toxicity in receiving waters from
pesticide application.


Promote a state registration system that
evaluates risks.



Find ways to use regulations and statutes to
prevent problems.

Sustainable Stormwater
Guiding Principle.
Policies, regulations, and funding need to support sustainable
stormwater management.

Policies, Regulations Need Attention
More effective regulations support the use of
adaptive management and alternative control
approaches and leads to sustainable stormwater
management.

Goals:
Clarify regulations. Propose legislation or rulemaking that
clarifies stormwater as a non-point source.
Articulate priorities. Identify the most critical water quality
issues associated with stormwater.
Participate in Basin Plan Amendment Process. Modify
standards to reflect sustainable beneficial uses.
Develop policies and permitting framework. Promote
statewide consistency in permitting and TMDLs.
Provide tools to support sustainable programs. Establish
technical and regulatory guidance.
Establish watershed based program. Develop process for
implementing watershed based approaches.

Funding for Stormwater Programs Limited
Stable and sufficient funding is needed for
stormwater programs. It is necessary that limited
tax dollars are spent on effective programs. The
public will support programs that address
demonstrated water quality issues.

Create funding opportunities. Find viable funding
for municipalities to eliminate reliance on
general funds.

Engaging the Public
Guiding Principle.
Public awareness, understanding, and appreciation of
the value of stormwater is required.
Improving the Health of Local Waterways
Many small actions collectively result in big
change. Changing behavior today results in
long term improvements tomorrow.

Goals:
Demonstrate value to the public. Collaboratively
define multi-benefit projects that stakeholders can
initiate.
Create a statewide message. Develop message
and outreach materials promoting stormwater as a
resources for use in public education.

Message is Important
Effective action is possible when we work together
to provide unified messaging to residents,
businesses,
community
groups
and
local
governments.

