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Existing Municipal Stormwater Fees in California 

About: The list below compiles existing municipal stormwater fees and charges. It is compiled from three primary sources: 1) research by SCI, 
Inc., 2) research by the USEPA Region 9 Environmental Finance Center at CSU-Sacramento’s Office of Water Programs, and 3) the Western 
Kentucky University Stormwater Utility Survey, conducted by the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences. 

The compiled sources are a wide-ranging survey, but not intended to be comprehensive of all existing fees. Results are standardized to the best 
extent possible in combining the multiple sources, but not inflation-adjusted for inflation. Reported rates are for majority of residential customers for 
rate structures with multiple tiers, and reported at time of passage or enactment (SCI or OWP sourced-entries) or current year (WKU sourced). 

Abbreviations: ERU = Equivalent Residential Unit, NI = Not Identified, NA = Not Available 

County Jurisdiction Status Fee Basis Monthly Unit Rate 
(Residential) Year Funding Mechanism Source 

Alameda 

Albany NA Fixed $3.47 1992 NI WKU 
Berkeley NA ERU NI 1991 NI WKU 
Berkeley Successful NI varies 2012 Measure M – G.O. Bond SCI 
Berkeley Successful NI $3.57 2018 Balloted SCI 

Contra 
Costa 

County of Contra 
Costa Unsuccessful NI $1.83 2012 Balloted SCI 

Moraga Unsuccessful NI $10.03 2018 Balloted SCI 
Pinole NA Fixed $2.92 1979 NI WKU 
Richmond NI NI NI NI NI WKU 
San Ramon NA Fixed $1.92 1993 NI WKU 

El Dorado County of El 
Dorado Studying NA NA NA NA SCI 

Humboldt Arcata NI ERU $1.95 2001 NI WKU 
Fortuna NA NI $0.55 1993 NI WKU 

Los Angeles 

Beverly Hills NI Fixed $35.12 (R-1), 
$14.52 (R-4) NI NI OWP 

Los Angeles 
(County) Deferred NI $4.50 2012 NA SCI 

Culver City Successful Fixed Rate $8.25 2016 Special Tax SCI 
Hawthorne Unsuccessful NI $2.50 2008 Balloted SCI 
Los Angeles (City) NA ERU NI 1983 NI WKU 
Los Angeles (City) Successful Dwellings $2.33 2004 Special Tax – G.O. Bond SCI 

Monrovia Successful Fixed & 
Dwelling 

$1.68 base + 
$1.25/dwelling 2018 Balloted OWP 

Rancho Palos 
Verdes NI ERU $7.17 2005 NI WKU 

Rancho Palos 
Verdes 

Successful, then 
recalled and reduced NI $16.67 2007 Balloted SCI 
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County Jurisdiction Status Fee Basis Monthly Unit Rate 
(Residential) Year Funding Mechanism Source 

Santa Clarita NA Fixed  $2.00 1994 NI WKU 
Santa Clarita Successful ERU $1.75 2009 Balloted SCI 
Santa Monica NA ERU NI 1995 NI WKU 
Santa Monica Successful NI $7.25 2006 Special Tax SCI  

Marin 

Larkspur NA ERU NI 1995 NI WKU 

Ross Valley 

Successful, Overturned 
by Court of Appeal, 

Decertified by Supreme 
Court 

NI $10.42 2006 Balloted SCI 

Monterey 

Carmel-by-the-
Sea NI ERU $8.77 2001 NI WKU 

Carmel-by-the-
Sea Unsuccessful NI $3.17 2003 Balloted SCI 

Monterey NI Fixed  $5.44 1997 NI WKU 
Salinas NA NI NI NI NI WKU 
Salinas Studying NA NA NA NA SCI 

Orange 

County of Orange Studying NA NA NA NA SCI 
San Clemente Successful NI $5.01 2002 Balloted WKU 
San Clemente Successfully Renewed NI $5.01 2007 Balloted SCI 
San Clemente Successfully Renewed NI $6.23 2013 Balloted SCI 

Sacramento 

Citrus Heights NI ERU NI 1997 NI WKU 
County of 
Sacramento NA Fixed  $5.85 1995 NI WKU 

Elk Grove NI Area  $7.28 per acre 2004 NI WKU 
Folsom NA NI NI 1990 NI WKU 
Galt NI Fixed  $2.43 2002 NI WKU 
Rancho Cordova NI ERU $5.54 1996 NI WKU 
Sacramento NI Rooms $11.31 (6-7 rooms) NI NI OWP 

San Benito Hollister NI NI NI NI NI WKU 
San 
Bernardino 

Chino NA Tiered  $8.96 1989 NI WKU 
Ontario NI ERU NI 2002 NI WKU 

San Diego 

Carlsbad NA Fixed  $1.95 1994 NI WKU 
Del Mar Successful NI $13.62 2008 Balloted SCI 

Encinitas Unsuccessful NI $5.00 2006 

Non-Balloted Property 
Related Fee adopted in 

2004, challenged, balloted 
and failed in 2006 

SCI 
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County Jurisdiction Status Fee Basis Monthly Unit Rate 
(Residential) Year Funding Mechanism Source 

Escondido NA NI $2.10 1994 NI WKU 
Oceanside NI Fixed  $1.00 2002 NI WKU 
Poway NI NI $4.36 NI NI WKU 
San Diego NA Water Use $0.95 1990 NI WKU 
San Marcos NI Fixed  $1.77 2001 NI WKU 

Solana Beach 
Non-Balloted & 

Threatened by Lawsuit; 
Balloted & Successful 

NI $1.82 2007 Non-Balloted and Balloted 
Property Related Fee SCI 

Vista NI Fixed  $1.80 NI NI WKU 

San Joaquin 

County of San 
Joaquin Studying NA NA NA Balloted SCI 

Escalon NA Tiered  NI 1993 NI WKU 
Stockton Unsuccessful NI $2.88 2009 Balloted SCI 
Tracy NI ERU $1.20 NI NI WKU 

San Luis 
Obispo 

Grover Beach NI Fixed  $4.64 NI NI WKU 
Paso Robles NI NI NI NI NI WKU 

San Mateo 

Burlingame Successful NI $12.50 2009 Balloted SCI 
County of San 
Mateo Studying NA NA NA NA SCI 

Millbrae NI NI NI NI NI WKU 
San Bruno NA Area  $4.20 / acre 1993 NI WKU 
San Carlos NA Tiered  NI 1994 NI WKU 
South San 
Francisco NA NI NI 1994 NI WKU 

Santa Clara 

County of Santa 
Clara NI NI NI NI NI WKU 

Los Altos In Process NA NA NA Balloted SCI 
Palo Alto NA Tiered  $12.30 1990 NI WKU 
Palo Alto Unsuccessful ERU $4.75 2003 Balloted SCI 
Palo Alto Successful ERU $10.00 2005 Balloted SCI 
Palo Alto Successfully Renewed ERU $13.65 2017 Balloted SCI 
San Jose NA Tiered  $7.87 1982 NI WKU 
Santa Clara Studying NA NA NA Balloted SCI 
Santa Clara Valley  
Water District Successful NI $4.67 2012 Special Tax SCI 

Santa Cruz Santa Cruz NA Tiered  $1.77 1994 NI WKU 
Santa Cruz Successful NI $2.33 2008 Special Tax SCI 
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County Jurisdiction Status Fee Basis Monthly Unit Rate 
(Residential) Year Funding Mechanism Source 

Shasta Redding NA Tiered  $1.32 1993 NI WKU 

Solano 

Dixon NI Fixed  $3.77 NI NI WKU 
Vallejo NI Fixed  $1.97 NI NI WKU 
Vallejo Sanitation 
and Flood Control 
District 

Successful NI $1.92 2015 Balloted SCI 

Sonoma Santa Rosa NI Fixed  $1.96 1996 NI WKU 
Stanislaus Modesto NI Fixed  $3.23 2004 NI WKU 
Ventura County of Ventura Studying NA NA NA NA SCI 

Yolo Davis NA Area  $0.0002 / sq-ft NI NI OWP 
Woodland Unsuccessful NI $5.00 2007 Balloted SCI 

Sources: 
OWP = “Toolkit to Support Financial Planning for Municipal Stormwater Programs.” EPA Region 9 Environmental Finance Center at Sacramento 
State, Office of Water Programs. 2018. 
SCI = SCI Consulting Group 
WKU = Western Kentucky University Stormwater Utility Survey 2018 

 


